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Dear Youngblood Families,  

 

Happy New Year! It is hard to believe that we have begun a new semester! The 2020 - 2021 school year is certainly going by 

so fast! Just know that the staff continues to be committed to your child's academic journey despite the uncertainty of the 

pandemic which is ever evolving! Even though this adventure has been very different for all of us regarding students working 

and learning virtually and face to face, with the teamwork of our staff, students, and yourselves, we have made great gains! 

You should be pleased, as I am with the academic growth of your students.  

There are a few reminders in which I would like to share with you: 

 The deadline to change your child's Learning Mode was prior to Winter Break. If you want to change your child’s 

mode of learning from virtual to face to face or vice versa, this can be done verbally by March 12 or informing 

your child's teacher prior to the end of this current nine-week period. The classroom teacher will then notify the 

front office. A reminder will be sent out by teachers to you regarding the time frame of completion. The new nine-

week period starts after Spring Break which is on March 22. March 22 is when the actual change will take place. 

 Once the choice is made for your child's Learning Mode, it must remain for the entire nine-week period. Please, 

consider your options carefully before final decisions are made. 

 If you have made the choice of virtual learning for your child, the students must log on daily, to gain the full 

knowledge and learning experience in which the face-to-face students are encountering. Also, the cameras must be 

always turned on if your device has a camera.  

 Optional Rapid COVID-19 Testing is now at Youngblood! For students that are face to face, if your child is 

symptomatic or part of a group that is designated for testing, if you consent, your child will receive a FREE 

Bimax/NOW RAPID Test for the COVID-19 virus. A consent form will be sent home with your child for 

permission to administer if needed. The test results will be sent by text message and email within 24 hours of the test. 

This is entirely optional, although I hope that you choose to have the test to keep our school as healthy & safe as 

possible. 

 Virtual students, as well as, face to face students must complete all the required assignments and tests given by the 

teachers to obtain sufficient grades for the nine-week period.  

 After 8:35 a.m., students are considered tardy for the school day.  Remember, 5 tardies can accumulate to an absence. 

 Continue to communicate with your child’s teacher and be readily available to discuss the progress and status of your 

child.  

Remember, Youngblood continues to view this school year as an adventurous road trip! There will continue to be some 

detours, bumps and curves in the roadways as we continue this journey, but we have a specific itinerary and road map that 

continues to point us in the right direction and lead us to our ultimate destination which is STUDENT SUCCESS FOR ALL! 

Thank you, parents, for your continued support...YOU are an integral part of our success!  

Cruisin’ Off,  

 

 

 

 

Gwen Sandles 

Principal 

Youngblood Intermediate 
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Who is Communities In Schools (CIS)? We are on campus 

to help students overcome any barriers or obstacles that 

may interfere with succeeding in schools. We are a trusted 

individual on the campus for students to turn to for 

supportive guidance and counseling in a safe environment. 

We work together with families, the school, and in the 

community to do whatever it takes to keep kids in school 

and on track to graduate. Because CIS believes in the power 

of relationships, we provide on-campus integrated student 

supports that empower students to succeed in school and 

achieve in life.  

 

For more information visit cishouston.org 

  
 

  
 

 

STRATEGIES THAT TEACH KIDS TO SET GOALS AND TO HELP THEM SUCCEED 

 

Dr. Michele Borba, Educational Psychologist and recipient of the National Educator Award, offers parenting 

strategies that teach kids to set goals and to help them succeed. She identifies seven steps: 

 

1. Define what a goal is. An easy way is to link it to an area of interest. For example, a football player is aiming 

for a touchdown. It is something to shoot for. Explain goal setting as planning what you need to work on. 

2. Share your own goals. Let your children know that you have dreams, and that you recognize that you may 

need to work on some things in order to achieve them. 

3. Help kids create their “dream list”. Help them create a list that includes those things that they actually have 

the power to make happen. Then spend time together discussing those dreams. Consider what skills are 

necessary. Does your child need help in order to succeed? 

4. Tailor the goal to your child. Have a first time goal-setter work on a goal that can be achieved within a week. 

Some examples are making their bed every day, reading a book, brushing teeth without being reminded, getting 

a strike in bowling. 

5. Help your child think through steps to success. Some children need to write down steps. The more they think 

about their goal, and identify what they need to do to achieve it, the greater the chance they will succeed. 

6. Track your child’s progress. Use the fridge to show stickers or stars when steps are completed. 

7. Celebrate! As goals are achieved, celebrate as a family. 

 

As always, please reach out to your child's School Counselor with any questions or concerns! 

 
Sandra Mitchell - 5th Grade Counselor                   Charetha Sandles - 6th Grade Counselor                                                      
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“Organizing is what you do before you do 

something, so that when you do it, it is not all 

mixed up.” -A. A. Milne 

Our teachers are working hard to help your student 

understand and value organization. Organization is 

a foundation that helps everyone be prepared, stay 

focused, and find things when needed. Teachers 

model organization each week through the 

Schoology folders for their courses. We use the 

planners for writing objectives, listing 

assignments, schedules, and goals; communicating 

with parents; and recording behavior grades. 

Students are encouraged to record important dates 

or information in their planners every day. 

Notebooks, folders, and binders organize 

curriculums into easy to manage sections allowing 

students to find their notes and work quickly 

without stress. From divider tabs to color-coding, 

students get a chance to experience how much 

easier life can be when your workspace is 

organized! Encourage your student to explore the 

organizational possibilities! 

J. Lanier - AVID Site Team Facilitator 

 

We are very excited that our STEM Academy 

students will be working on a PBL (Project Based 

Learning) during the months of January or February.   

 

5th grade STEM Academy students will be 

completing a PBL on either Weather and Climate or 

Earth, Sun, and Moon.   Students will have an 

opportunity to hear from either guest speakers from 

NASA, or KHOU11 meteorologist, Chita Johnson, 

depending upon which PBL they complete.    

 

6th grade STEM Academy students will be 

completing a PBL on either Celestial Objects, 

Tectonic Plates, or Classifying Rocks.  Students will 

have an opportunity to hear from guest speakers from 

NASA, or a geologist, depending upon which PBL 

they complete.       

 

We look forward to seeing the students’ PBL 

presentations and hear all about what they have 

learned.  The STEM Academy teachers will notify 

parents of the PBL presentation dates when it gets 

closer to presentation time.  We hope you will be able 

to zoom in to attend your child’s PBL presentation. 

 
 

Science! 
 

Happy New Year! 5th grade science is continuing their learning of concepts from Unit 3: Earth and Space.  

Concepts covered from January to the end of February are Earth’s Rotation, Earth, Sun, and Moon, Weather 

and Climate, and The Sun and the Water Cycle.  Students will have opportunities to participate in some hands-

on activities while learning about these important concepts.  The district science common assessment (DCA #2) 

will be given on Wednesday, February 17th, and will cover all concepts taught this school year.  We will begin 

Unit 4: Organisms and Environments the first week in March, focusing on Interdependency and Food Webs 

before our spring break begins. 

 

6th grade science is continuing their learning of concepts from Unit 3: Earth and Space.  Concepts covered from 

January to the end of February are Layers of the Earth, Tectonic Plates, Classifying Rocks, Celestial Objects, 

Gravity, and Space Exploration.  Students will have opportunities to participate in some hands-on activities 

while learning about these important concepts.  Students will take their Unit 3 assessment Friday, February 

26th.  We will begin Unit 4: Organisms and Environments the first week in March, focusing on Prokaryotic and 

Eukaryotic Cells before our spring break begins. 

 

 

Mrs. Henington – Science Specialist/STEM Coordinator 
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Reading! 
 
As we continue to learn in this blended 

environment, literacy is just as important as it has 

ever been. As we begin a new calendar year, 

students will be wrapping up Module 5 and 

complete the assessment. In Module 6, the theme of 

“Art for Everyone” will be introduced. Students 

will explore ideas about the arts while learning 

about central ideas, point of view, author’s craft, 

theme, figurative language and literary elements. 

This module gives students an opportunity to ‘Be 

an Artist for a Day’ through Inquiry and Research. 

Continue to encourage your child to read for at 

least 30 – 40 minutes per night. Reading a variety 

of texts like novels, newspaper articles, and 

magazines will help to expose your child to a 

plethora of topics that might appear on the STAAR 

and in their future reading experiences. 

 

During Module 6, students are learning how to 

write a personal narrative. Students will be given 

the focal statement, ‘Only you can tell your story’. 

They will use their ideas to tell a story about a 

memory from their lives. Students will continue to 

build on their grammar and spelling skills, while 

focusing on adjectives and articles. Encourage your 

child, by opening up discussions about memories of 

events that you have shared. These shared events 

may become inspiration for your child/s personal 

narrative. 

 

What in our American spirit helps us survive 

tough times? 

 

In sixth grade ELAR, students are currently reading 

a wide array of texts that introduces them to 

information about surviving rough times and how 

this information connects to their daily lives. In 

writing, students are being provided explicit 

instruction and opportunities to write daily.  

 

 
 

Unit 5: Europe (6th Grade) 

 

In Social Studies, students are learning about how 

industrialization changed European economies and 

people’s way of life.   

 
Ifeoma Okeke – 5th Grade ELAR/Social Studies 
Specialist 
 
Recian Haywood – 6th Grade ELAR/Social Studies 
Specialist 

 

Math! 
 
We’re embarking on the third nine weeks of the school 

year and although the road has been a bit bumpy, we’re 

still driving towards success. Some students are 

receiving face-to-face teaching while others have 

remained virtual. Please rest assure that whichever 

learning model your child is participating in, whether 

face-to-face or virtual, s/he is receiving well thought out 

math lessons. The math resources for virtual and face-to-

face learning are the same; so if students transition from 

one model of learning to another, there won’t be a 

disconnect between the physical classroom and the 

virtual classroom. 

 

Please continue to encourage your child to complete 

math assignments in Schoology, whether s/he is a virtual 

student or a student that has returned to the school 

building. 

 

Online Textbook 

 Students are able to access the textbook through 

the Alief Hub. 

 Students may use the textbook as an additional 

resource for learning. 

 5th grade will being using Ed(HMH) 

 6th grade will be using HRW(HMOF) 

If you have any questions and/or concerns after 

speaking with your child’s math teacher, please feel 

free to contact the Math Specialist, Lataviya 

Washington, via email 

(Lataviya.Washington@aliefisd.net) or phone (832-

377-8580). 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Follow us on Twitter: @YgbInt 

Check out our website for 
updates and information:  

 

http://www.aliefisd.net/youngb
lood 

We “call out” by phone when 
there are events or special 
notifications, so be sure to give 
us your updated phone numbers. 

 

http://www.hub.aliefisd.net/
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As we cruise into the third nine weeks, we 

welcomed more students back to campus. 

Please remember to send your child to school 

with their device and charger each day. 

Devices should be stored safely in a backpack 

or a laptop case/sleeve. Remember, whether 

learning virtually or in-person, school-issued 

laptops and iPads are treated the same as other 

instructional materials and must be handled 

with care. Keep it in a safe place and use it 

only for schoolwork. If you have not already, 

please consider purchasing insurance 

at https://www.worthavegroup.com/product/la

ptop-insurance/.  

 

 
 

During the month of December, we celebrated 

Computer Science Education week by 

challenging students to complete at least one 

hour of coding. There are many free resources 

available for your child to build critical 

thinking and computer science skills by 

learning to code. While many of these 

activities may look like games, they can 

actually help students build these important 

skills that can help prepare them for future 

careers and opportunities. 

https://csfirst.withgoogle.com/c/cs-

first/en/curriculum.html 

https://studio.code.org/courses 

https://hourofcode.com/us/learn 

https://grasshopper.app/ 

 

 

For our in-person students, you can check out library books 

using Destiny Discover. Just login into Destiny Discover 

through the HUB. Place a hold on the book you would like 

to check out and the library staff will check out the book (s) 

to you and bring them to you in your classroom. The library 

will have turn in locations for you to return books and will 

collect books from you as well. 

 

If you still owe library books from last year, please return 

them as soon as you can. If you still have books from your 

previous school, please bring them to Youngblood, we can 

send them to your former school for you. 

 

Our students have access to eBooks through Destiny 

Discover and HPL. Check out our Library S'more for how 

to access these incredible resources available for 

everyone.  https://www.smore.com/mn364 

 

 
 
Youngblood Library Letter 

Tweens Read 2020- A Virtual Reading Festival The goal of 

Tweens Read Book Festival is to celebrate and promote 

reading by connecting... 

www.smore.com 
 

Technology 
 

ESL means English as a 

Second Language! 
 
The TEA window for annual TELPAS testing begins on 

February 22nd.  If a student is remote learning, someone 

from the school will be scheduling a time for him/her to 

come to the building for testing.  More information will 

be shared once appointment times are available.   

 

Please contact Mrs. Nitsch for any questions. 

https://www.worthavegroup.com/product/laptop-insurance/
https://www.worthavegroup.com/product/laptop-insurance/
https://csfirst.withgoogle.com/c/cs-first/en/curriculum.html
https://csfirst.withgoogle.com/c/cs-first/en/curriculum.html
https://studio.code.org/courses
https://hourofcode.com/us/learn
https://grasshopper.app/
https://www.smore.com/mn364
https://www.smore.com/3m4q5
https://www.smore.com/3m4q5
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Youngblood Intermediate School 
Alief Independent School District 

8410 Dairy View Ln. Houston, TX 77072    
 (281) 983-8020 

Gwen Sandles 

Principal 

Gwen.sandles@aliefisd.net 

 

Marie Wells – 5th Grade 

Assistant Principal 

Marie.wells-ward@aliefisd.net 

Andrew Pelt – 6th Grade 

Assistant Principal 

Andrew.pelt@aliefisd.net 

 Family Engagement 

Happy New Year Youngblood Wildcats! Welcome to a brand new year, 2021. To kick off 

our FAME (Family Actively and Meaningfully Engaged) please save the following dates: 

Spring Kick Off  

January 20th @ 1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

January 21st @ 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

This event will focus on encouraging our families to engage with the campus and to hear 

what is new and upcoming for Spring 2021. For Zoom information parents must RSVP by 

email: tmrobins@ga.aliefisd.net, or text (409) 571-2664 with subject Spring Kick Off. Once 

parents RSVP, you will receive an exclusive Zoom Link with password to login information 

to join into all the fun! 

FACE 2.0 launch date: Friday, January 29th 

FACE 2.0 is a district wide reach to all Alief ISD families. There will be District Classes, 

Live Help Line, District FACE Radio Podcast, and District Live Workshops. Please stay 

tuned for more information on how you can be a part of FACE 2.0. 

Families that need support or have questions please contact the Family Liaison Tomeka 

Robinson. 

Email: Tomeka.robinson@aliefisd.net 

Phone: (281) 983-8020 extension 24613 

Remind: Text ybfami to 81010 for all the news updates and send messages. 

 

mailto:tmrobins@ga.aliefisd.net

